
“The most important 
thing I learned during my 
high school education was 
the importance of giving 
back to my community. 

One day I hope to be a 
mentor to a student and 

show them that anything 
is possible.” 

ZAID, ALUMNI CLASS OF 2015
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Changing Lives... One Student at a Time
Dear Friends of Shepherds,

This 2018-19 Annual Report presents the intersection 
of the numbers, events, and the people that define 
Shepherds’ mission in action.  We celebrate our many 
partners who make a life-changing impact on a daily basis.

Capping off the 2019 academic year was the graduation 
of 13 Shepherds students from our two partner schools 
all with offers to attend college and all with financial 
aid and scholarships to enable them to attend. We are 
extraordinarily proud of these young women and men  

for their hard work and diligence in reaching  
this achievement.

Our successful 20th Anniversary 
Gala (October 2018) provided us with 

the financial capacity to add 16 new 
students over the next four years. 
The 2019-20 Shepherds student 
body grew from 57 to 61 students. 

Behind each successful student 
is a loving family, a school faculty 

and administration providing a 
caring but rigorous curriculum, and a 

dedicated Shepherds mentor who spends 
four years guiding and inspiring the student 

to achieve their potential. We give a standing ovation 
to all our Shepherds mentors, both graduating and still in 
place. They share in the recognition of a job well-done.

A huge amount of gratitude goes to all our donors  

listed on the back page of this Report. Without your 
support the Shepherds mission would not exist. 

A small portion of the 20th Gala proceeds has been 
invested in hiring a part-time development person to build 
on the 20th Gala’s momentum. Our development efforts  
are dedicated to assuring your past investments in 
Shepherds students and mission have enduring value for 
years to come. Suggestions and referrals for new sources 
are always welcomed.

Often overlooked in what defines Shepherds are the 
college prep, supplemental academic, and social programs 
we provide our students each year. Shepherds’ small 
staff organizes and executes a wide range of events and 
programs which provide Shepherds students with many 
of the resources and experiences that are readily available 
to students in more affluent circumstances.

To Tim Stuart, our Board Chair, and Barney Phillips,  
our Founder, and all the members of our Board of Directors, 
thank you for your dedicated time and generous support this 
past year. 

To all of our partners, we look forward to our continued 
partnership with you in our mission of “Changing Lives... 
One Student at a Time.”

 

REVENUE — FY2019 (July 2018-June 2019) EXPENSES — FY2019 (July 2018-June 2019)

Individuals  $242,589  45%
Foundations  $109,094 20%
Corporate  $20,574  4%
Board  $112,675 21%
Other  $59,099  11%

Totals  $544,031 100%

20th Gala Revenue* $501,609

*Our 20th Anniversary Gala was held in October 2018. Approximately $40,000 of Gala expenses are included in the Total FY19 Operating Expense. The net revenue raised by the Gala, approximately $400,000, is committed to 
supporting tuition expense and building financial capacity for the next five years. This financial data is derived from the audited financial statements of Shepherds, Inc. for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019.  The complete 
audited financial statements, notes to the financial statements, and the auditor’s report may be obtained from Shepherds, Inc.

Tuition Support  $276,732  42%
Mentoring  $127,696  20%
College Prep  $122,962 19%
Development  $84,466 13%
Management/Other  $42,606 7%

Totals  $654,462  100%

20th Gala Expenses* $54,150

FINANCIALS



STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS

Jada is a consistent  
Honor Roll student, and 

a multi-sport athlete 
competing on the 

Kolbe Cathedral 
Varsity Basketball 
team and the Varsity 
Track & Field Team.

Hometown: 
Bridgeport, CT

Mentor: Cathy 
Schiumo 

Favorite Class: US History, 
specifically the Civil Rights period.

Favorite Activities: Jada loves the shot put, 
javelin and discus. She also loves to play checkers 
and is learning to love chess.

Fun Fact: Before coming to high school, Jada 
practiced martial arts for 5 years.  She earned a  
red belt and would love to continue to practice her 
art in college.

Quotation: “Shepherds is like having a second 
family to me. I can always call my mentor and 
whenever I need support, I know that I have 
someone in my corner.  I was really struggling with 
basketball and considering quitting.  I called my 
mentor, she encouraged me to push through.  She 
believed there would be a positive outcome and she 
was right.”

Quietly and steadfastly, Sukeer not only 
excels in the classroom but also in many 
school activities. His favorite activity is 
playing saxophone in the Notre Dame Band.

Hometown: West Haven
Mentor: Philip Milano
Favorite Class: Forensic Science
College Acceptances to 

date: Sukeer has been 
accepted to over 10 
colleges, including 
Providence College, 
University of New 
Haven, Quinnipiac, 
Assumption and 
Mercy College to 
name a few. 

Favorite 
Activities: Biking and 
reading, especially science 
fiction and mysteries.

Fun Facts: Sukeer’s favorite color is red  
and he is the oldest of four children. 

Quotation: “I thank Shepherds for  
the support and the opportunity to attend 
Notre Dame. I know these years at Notre 
Dame have prepared me well for college and 
for my future.”

Jada, Kolbe Cathedral 
Class of 2021

Sukeer, Notre Dame 
Class of 2020Changing Lives... One Student at a Time

OUR 2018-2020 MENTORS: WE ARE SO GRATEFUL FOR YOUR COMMITMENT 

KOLBE CATHEDRAL

Jim Borger
Bill Boyce
Dan Bumgardner
Natalie Burtson
Laura Canning
Kevin Coles
Kathy Colucci
Lisy Currier Martinez
Nihls Dahl
Michael Donoghue
Lindsay Duggan
Maureen Duggan

Tim Dwyer
Virginia Dwyer-Aoyama
Larry Ellman
James Finnerty
Charles Galante
Bill Gardella
Marlene Kimberly
Joan Makara
Rene Martinez
Wally Martinez
Ed Matson
Lisa Matson
Hugh McCrory 

Vivian McMullen
Dan Murphy
John Murphy
Julie Murphy
Karen Lynn Murray
Hetty Nerod
Jim O’Neil
Bernie Park
Colleen Phelan
Jen Platek
Jane Purcell
Joe Purcell
Barbara Rosiello
Cathy Schiumo

Carrie Sindelar
Linda Theriault
Wayne Theriault
Sara Tieke
Diane Turco
Carolyn Vermont
Mike Whelan
Suzie Whelan

NOTRE DAME  
WEST HAVEN

Tony Avallone
Andrew Blevin

Bill Bruno
Michael Celentano
Joseph Corradino
Rich Coyle
Joe DeCaprio
Mike DeChello
Greg Dillon
Mike Donahue
Tim Donahue
Jay Doody
Jim Falco
Sean Gleason
Sean Kelly 

Eileen McDonagh
Cheryl Milano
Mark Milano
Philip Milano
Jim Nugent
Thomas O’Keefe
John Patry
Frank Quadrino
Alex Ramirez
Joan Shumaker
Andrew Sofair
Pat Somma

EXPENSES — FY2019 (July 2018-June 2019)



ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT MENTOR & SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

An alumnus of Shepherd’s 
second graduating class 

at KCHS, Isaiah now 
lives with his family in 

Manchester, CT. 
University 

and Major: 
Isaiah graduated 

from Johnson and 
Wales University in 

Providence, R.I., with a BS 
in Electronic Engineering. 

Current Occupation: 
Regional Sales Manager, Koh Young America, Inc.

Personal: “At Johnson and Wales I met the love 
of my life and we are now married with two beautiful 
daughters.”

Mentor Brian O’Connor’s reaction after 
reconnecting with Isaiah: “I often wondered  where 
Isaiah was and how his life turned out. I recently 
received an email from him and can’t tell you how 
happy I was to get it. It was a beautiful note and 
heartwarming to know he completed college, has a good 
job, and is happily married with a loving family.

A message from Isaiah: “I truly believe my mentor 
Brian’s contribution to my high school education 
played a role in my success in life. I cannot thank  
him enough.”    

Why did you become a mentor/sponsor?  
“I wanted to help young people with limited access  
and resources to be able to attend a 4-year college.  
When I was Kelly’s age, my parents guided me every 
step of the way toward my path to college, but for first 
generation students, without the proper support, this 
path can be very difficult.” 

What has your experience as Kelly’s mentor 
been like? “My experience as Kelly’s mentor has been 
very positive. I have seen Kelly mature and become a 
stronger, more confident young woman.” 

What advice do you have for 
people considering mentoring/
sponsoring at Shepherds? 
“I encourage everyone 
to consider becoming a 
Shepherds mentor. What 
I’ve given, in terms of 
time and effort, I’ve gotten 
back one hundred fold. 
The Shepherds team does 
all the hard work and makes 
mentoring easy. In my role, I 
encourage Kelly to work hard, to 
focus academically, to get involved as 
much as possible, to make a difference in her community 
and to believe that she has the power to make her 
dreams come true.”

Isaiah Smith, Kolbe  
Cathedral Class of 2003

Vivian McMullen, 
Mentor & Sponsor

SHEPHERDS BY THE NUMBERS

60+ STUDENTS 
IN OUR GROWING 
PROGRAM THIS 

ACADEMIC YEAR

80+ SHEPHERDS-HOSTED 
COLLEGE PREP, LIFE 

SKILLS & COMMUNITY 
EVENTS COMPLETED

2440 CUMULATIVE  
VOLUNTEER HOURS  

FROM MENTORS OVER  
THE PAST YEAR

1-TO-1 MENTORSHIP 
ASSURES  

SUCCESS FOR  
OUR STUDENTS



SUMMA CUM LAUDE  
(OVER $25,000)
Cheryl Johnson
Vivian and Frederick McMullen
Sharon and Barney Phillips
Tracy and Tim Stuart
Tammy and Louis Taylor

MAGNA CUM LAUDE 
($10,000-$25,000)
Bucks Creek Foundation
Patricia and Dan Bumgardner
Lisy Currier Martinez and Wally Martinez
Beth and Tim Dwyer
Barbara and Brad Evans
Heisman Trophy Trust
The Inner-City Foundation for Charity & Education
Kathleen LaCroix
Jean and John Lepore
Patrice and Daniel McAuliffe
Ruby Melton and Gail McAvay
Cheryl and Mark Milano
Kem and Dave Moran
NewAlliance Foundation
Julie and Hugh O’Toole
Barbara and Robert Rosiello
Carrie and Joseph Sindelar
Sue and David Squier
Kitty and Thomas Wynne

CUM LAUDE  
($5,000-$10,000)
Anonymous
Natalie and Jim Burtson
Cece and Michael Donoghue
Virginia Dwyer-Aoyama and Andrew Aoyama
General Electric (GE) Foundation
Melinda and James Hamilton
Lucille and Ken Hicks
Maximilian E. & Marion O. Hoffman Foundation
John and Ethel Kashulon Foundation
Karen and Dennis Keegan
Grace and Sean Kelly
Susan and Patrick Landers
Nancy Lieberman and Mark Ellman
Lisa and Ed Matson
Janet and John McClutchy
Anne and Hugh McCrory
Mitchells of Westport
Near and Far Aid
Gerry O’Connell
Bernie and Gene Park
Joe Purcell
Martha Reed Murphy and John Murphy
Joanne and Chris Stavrou 

Strada Education Network Matching Gift
Sara and Brad Tieke
Suzie and Mike Whelan

ADVOCATES  
($1,000-$5,000)
Chris and Tom Ayoub
Ellen and Marcus Baker
The Baker Foundation
Susan and David Ballard
Cathy and Bill Besgen
Siobhan and Jim Borger
Brother James Branigan
Karen Calby
Hope Carter
Katie and George Coleman
Corporate Matching Gift
Thomas Coughlin
Greg Dillon
Anne and Michael Donahue
Exchange Club of New Canaan
Carol and Jim Falco
Hartnett Family Foundation
Healey Family Foundation
Karen and Robert Jones
Nancy and Sean Kelley
Kolbe Cathedral High School
Levine & Seltzer, LLP
Laura and Richard Maier
Joan and Michael Makara
Allison and Tom Mangas
Conor McAuliffe
John Mooney
New York Life Matching Gift
The Barbara and Edward Netter Foundation
Henry E. Niles Foundation
Notre Dame West Haven High School
Order of Malta
Marcum LLP
Marsha and Ken Mifflin
Milford Honda
Karen Lynn Murray
Hetty and Rick Nerod
MaryLouise and Tom O’Keefe
People’s United Bank Community Foundation
Colleen and Chris Phelan
Regina Pitaro and Mario Gabelli
Jen and Phillip Platek
Onnie and Bob Pucel
Jane and Bradley Purcell
Jane Reichle
The Richman Group
Cynthia and John Rohrs
Saint Aloysius Roman Catholic Church
Mary and Andre Sofair
Sandy and Pat Somma
Jennifer Stahl and Jim Finnerty

Thomas Taylor
Unilever Matching Gift
Susan and John Walsh
Lynne Wheat
Susan and William Whelan

BENEFACTORS  
($500-$1,000)
Noor Abu-Hantash and Daniel Papuga 
Susan Bevan and Anthony Daddino 
Alan and Susan Bushell
Steven Cheesman
Melissa and Joseph Corradino
Cathy and Kevin Dann
Jules delVecchio
Martin Duffy
Marissa and Dick Ferguson
Susan and Thomas Flanagan
Darryl Glatthorn
Michael Griffin
Allison and Stephen Gruppo
Kathy Hanson and James Colica
Christopher Harvey
Anne and Peter Klein
Kate and Stephen Larson
Mary and Brian MacDonald
Julie and John Mathias
Cheryl McAuliffe
Merrill Lynch
Jack Mitchell
Alessandra and Tom Moore
Jenny and Dwight Nelson
Robbin and Walter Pierz
Colleen and Henry Rondon
Julianne and Jim Stirling

PATRONS  
($100-$500)
Aquarion Water Company
Elizabeth and Richard Auber
Bankwell
Julie and Greg Bauer
BIC® (Career Day 2018) 
Magalis and Bill Boyce
Scott Brenner
Peggy and Art Casavant
Patricia and Anthony Calanca
Mary Ann and James Carolan
Kathy and Robert Colucci
Jane Condon and Kenneth Bartels
Annie and Colin Coolidge
Nils Dahl
Darien Sports Shop
Susan Davison
Lucy and Nat Day
Andy and Susan Diloreto
Deborah and Tim Donahue

Don Duffy
Edmund Duffy
Fairfield Cosmetic Dentistry
Pattie and Mark Federico
Mary and William Fox
Susan and Bill Gardella
Mary and Bill Genco
Martie and Paul Giammatteo
Kim Healey
Jo-Anne and Gary Jakab
Mary and Kim Jeffery
Katherine and Leo Karl
Linda and Peter Kelly
Jean Knecht
Susan Larkin
Paula Lovallo
Eleanor and Mort Lowenthal
Renee and Robert Lucarelli
Kristy and Dave Macoy
Renee Mandis
Jean Paul Marachi
Laurene and Charles Mathias
Michael Mathias
Barbara and Henry Miller
Mary and Mike Moore
Marianne and David Motill
Peter Moyer
Julie and Daniel Murphy
Delphine and Rober Nalewajek
The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven
Leslie and Reed Nolte
Norwalk Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
Kathleen and Tom O’Connell
Linda and Kevin O’Hara
Patricia and William Phelan
Kathleen Pierce
Eileen and Gus Poulopoulos
Reynolds and Rowella, LLP
Saint Joseph Parish - Shelton
Saint Rose of Lima
Monsignor Gerard Schmitz
Sara Sindelar
Elizabeth and Kevin Smith
Pamela and Thomas Spellane
Andrew Stefanou Salon & Spa
Noreen and Lee Steinmetz
Maureen and Brent Stratton
Nancy and Michael Tanguay
Louis J. Taylor
Priscilla Toumey
True North Cabinets, LLC
Diane and Fred Turco
Carolyn Vermont
Verrill Dana, LLP
Heidi and Mike Vossler
Laura and Paul Whitmore
Wells Fargo Private Bank
Jean and Bob Zech

FRIENDS  
(UP TO $100)
Amazon Smile Foundation
Susan and Stephen Baird
Jolanta and James Bednarczyk
Judi Bleier
Amy and Mark Blumkin
Sarah and James Carty
Ann and Tom Chapman
Jane-Ellen Collins
Theresa and John Conelias
Catherine and John Crawford
Robert Curis
Ellen and William Damato
Paul D’Andrea
Derek Dunn
Elizabeth and Thomas Flynn
Annmarie and Tim Graham
Eileen and John Harrington
Anne Hennessey and Nicholas Poirier
Susan and Carl Johnson
Anne and David Leskow
Sarah Lubarsky
Mary and George McWeeney
Cathie Miller
Mary and Brian Moran
Cynthia and Michael Niedermeier
James O’Connor
Maryann Ott
Mary and Patricio Quiroz
Joan Rafferty
Betsy Reiss
Carol and Lou Scerra
Cathy and Frank Schiumo
Bambi and Stefan Sigurdsson
Christine and Frank Silvestri
Marcia Simmonds
Lucille Story
Helen and Gregory Sullivan
Bernadette Taylor
Edna Dane Taylor
Tara and Justin Taylor
Marshall Touponse
Judy and John Urquhart
Corinne Vanbeek
Kathleen and James Weinstock
Susan and Lawrence Zielinski

This list includes all  
donors from Fiscal Year 2019.  
Every effort has been made 
to assure the accuracy of this 
listing. In the event you  
feel there is an error,  
please contact us at  
info@shepherdsmentors.org.

FY2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Timothy Stuart  Chair 

Barnet Phillips IV  Founder &  
Vice Chair

Mark Milano  Secretary

Louis Taylor  Treasurer

Daniel McAuliffe  Exec. Director 

Lisy Currier Martinez  

Greg Dillon  

Frederick McMullen  

Hugh McCrory   

David Moran  

Carrie Sindelar  

Tammy Taylor  

Thomas Wynne  

STAFF
Amy Chickles  Director of Programming 

Lisa Matson  Liaison to KCHS

Martie Giammatteo  Liaison to NDWH

Alexis Lawton  Director of Development

Colleen Phelan  Media/PR Consultant

FY2019 ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

On behalf of all of us at Shepherds, we thank our generous donors for their overwhelming support and commitment to 
ensuring Shepherds’ transformative impact on young people’s lives in our local communities. 
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to assure the accuracy of this 
listing. In the event you  
feel there is an error,  
please contact us at  
info@shepherdsmentors.org.

CHANGING LIVES... ONE STUDENT AT A TIME
DONATE AT PAYPAL.ME/SHEPHERDSMENTORS
SHEPHERDSMENTORS.ORG     203.367.4273     INFO@SHEPHERDSMENTORS.ORG

Shepherds 
P.O. Box 1756 
Darien, CT 06820

Our Model For Success
Since 1998, over 325 Shepherds students have successfully graduated from our partner schools with  
a strong foundation for lifelong success.

MENTORS
Every student is matched with a 
caring,  trained, adult mentor  who 
provides encouragement and advice 
for all 4 years of high school.

ACADEMIC AND LIFE-SKILL PROGRAMS
Including study skills, life and social skills, 
college test prep courses and college tours. 

PARTNER SCHOOLS
Students attend either Notre Dame West 
Haven or Kolbe Cathedral in Bridgeport. 

FINANCIAL SPONSORS
Fund student tuition and  

programming for 4 years.

CORPORATE PARTNERS
Trusts, foundations, 

corporation and community 
organizations provide tuition 

support, supplemental 
programs and hosting of 

career days.

OF SHEPHERDS  
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
GRADUATED IN 2019

OF SHEPHERDS STUDENTS WERE ACCEPTED INTO INSTITUTIONS 
OF HIGHER LEARNING AND RECEIVED GENEROUS FINANCIAL AID 
AND SCHOLARSHIPS TO BE ABLE TO ATTEND. 100% 95%


